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REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND YOUR DISTRICT CHIEF
During the past year New Hampshire faced the great-
est forest fire threat to its woodlands in more than sixty
years. The continued drought brought home to our citi-
zens, as never before, the potential threat of destructive
fires to their beautiful and valuable forests, homes and
livelihood. In true American tradition of meeting a com-
mon threat by volunteer effort, this fire danger was mini-
mized by active prevention, patrol and a relinquishing of
personal rights for the common good. It was the greatest
demonstration of public cooperation ever experienced by
those responsible for local and state fire control. The ready
forces of volunteer fire services kept the losses low. For
their effort and public response the general fire service
expresses its heartfelt thanks for a job well done.
Prevention however, is not just an activity for the bad
fire years. It must be practiced until it becomes a part of
our public conscience—a habit. Just plain carelessness with
fire causes too many of our fires.
The following practices and suggestions will help.
1. Always have permit for outdoor burning and burn
within the terms of the permit and in a safe place.
Burn late in the afternoon when the wind is down
or on rainy or damp days. Check your fire and if
winds develop extinguish it promptly.
2. Carry your rubbish to the public dump - it's safer.
A neglected backyard incinerator causes many fires.
3. Never discard lighted cigarette or match. Make this
a year round habit regardless of the safety of your
surroundings.
4. Children caused fires are now a major concern.
Keep matches away from them and teach them to
respect fire and not make it a subject of play.
Lets all join with "Smokey the Bear" and "Keep New
Hampshire Green" and growing in 1964.
Number of fires and burned area in 1963
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John P. Weston Term expires Sept. 1964
SELECTMEN
Erving A. LeCain Term expires March 1964
Frederick S. Sheldon Term expires March 1965
William L. Aldrich Term expires March 1966
TOWN CLERK
Donald A. Powers Term expires March 1964
TOWN TREASURER
Arthur F. Bell Term expires March 1964
ROAD AGENT
Sidney Huntington Term expires March 1964
TAX COLLECTOR
Edward French Term expires March 1964
LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Mary D. Shea Term expires March 1964
Ruth A. Cody Term expires March 1965
Philip E. Knowles Term expires March 1966
COMMISSIONERS OF WATER WORKS
Albert Cuddemi Term expires March 1964
Charles Lindsay Term expires March 1965
Edward French Term expires March 1966
FIRE WARDENS
Paul G. Traxler, Chief Term expires March 1964
Philip Traxler Term expires March 1964
Robert St. Lawrence Term expires March 1964
FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Herbert A. Curtis Term expires March 1964
DEPUTY WARDENS
Lawrence Newhall Term expires Jan. 1, 1965
Edward French Term expires Jan. 1, 1965
Charles Lindsay Term expires Jan. 1, 1965
Philip Traxler Term expires Jan. 1, 1965
Larry Laviolette Term expires Jan. 1, 1965
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator for One Year
Robert St. Lawrence Harry Sawyer
Edward French James Dodge
Charles Lindsay
SUPERVISORS OF CHECK LIST
Edward French Term expires Sept. 1964
Philip E. Knowles Term expires Sept. 1964
Paul G. Traxler Term expires Sept. 1964
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Philip E. Knowles Term expires March 1964
Frederick S. Sheldon Term expires March 1965
John P. Weston Term expires March 1966
OVERSEER OF POOR
William Kereazis Term expires 1964
JANITOR, TOWN HALL
Paul G. Traxler Term expires March 1964
SEXTON
Fred Hugron Term expires March 1964
CONSTABLE
William Haag Term expires March 1964
CHIEF OF POLICE
William Haag Term expires March 1964
SPECIAL POLICE
Howard Ayers Term expires March 1964
C. E. Rogers Term expires March 1964
CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Selectmen
SURVEYORS OF WOOD AND LUMBER
Open for appointment






THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Bennington on Tuesday, the 10th day of March, next
at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
and appropriate for highways and bridges.
3. To see if the Town will vote to accept State Aid
for Class V roads and raise and apppropriate money for
the same. The Town must raise $241.09 and the State will
contribute $1,607.26.
4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Se-
lectmen to borrow such sums of money as may be neces-
sary in anticipation of taxes.
5. To see what action the Town will take in regard
to real estate taken over by the Town for non-payment of
taxes.
6. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,000.00 for tarring. (Selectmen)
7. To see if the Town wishes to change the time of
Town Meeting from 7:00 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. (Charles Lind-
say)
8. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
$700.00 for a new raft at Whittemore Beach. (Budget
Committee and Selectmen)
9. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
$3,000.00 for painting the Town Hall inside and out. (Bud-
get Committee and Selectmen)
10. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate a
sum not to exceed $12,500.00 to purchase a new fire truck
as a replacement for the McCann, to authorize the select-
men to issue serial notes to fund this purchase, and to
authorize a committee consisting of Paul Traxler, Charles
Lindsay and the selectmen, in consultation with a repre-
sentative of the New Hampshire Board of Underwriters, to
execute a contract for said fire truck. (Fire Department,
Budget Committee and Selectmen)
11. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
and appropriate for Statutory requirements and to carry
the articles and appropriations of the School District into
effect.
12. To transact any other business that may legally
come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 13th day of











We would call to the attention of the voters that as
provided in the School Warrant the election of school of-
ficers will take place at the same time as the election of
town officers, using separate ballots, on Tuesday, March
10, 1964.
We would also call to the attention of the voters that
in accordance with vote of the Town Meeting the articles
of the Warrant will be taken up for action at 7:00 P.M. the
evening of March 10, 1964.
BASIS FOR 1963 TAX RATE
The Selectmen feel that to assist the voters in their
consideration of the regular budget and special warrants
they should have this information to show the basis for
computation of the 1963 property tax rate.
Total Appropriation:
Town Budget $43,220 18
School Budget 51,697 81
$94,917 99
Less: Estimated Revenue 11,899 27
Estimated Poll Taxes 430 00
12,329 27
TOTAL $82,588 72
Plus: Estimated Overlay 1,507 19
Total to be raised by property taxes $84,095 91
1963 Property Valuation $1,532,841 00
1964 Property Valuation Estimate $1,535,000 00
Estimated tax rate on budget items only 54 80
Increase in rate per thousand dollars
appropriated in the Warrant 65
IN APPRECIATION
In behalf of the Town of Bennington, the Selectmen
would like to thank William Griswold for the parcel of
land deeded to the town across from Evergreen Cemetery,
A. T. Easley for parcel of land to straighten the northeast
boundary line of Cemetery, and J. P. Weston for the deed
to the land at Lake Whittemore where we have our beach
and bath house. These gestures are gratefully appreciated
and a vote of thanks is hereby expressed by all.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1964 to December 31, 1964.
Compared with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and
Expenditures of the Previous Year





Year 1963 Year 1963 Year 1964
From State:
Interest and Dividends Tax $508 03 $507 01 $507 01
Railroad Tax 53 74
Savings Bank Tax 649 02 300 00
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal forest lands, TRA 1,615 25 1,615 25 1,607 26
For Fighting Forest Fires 255 59
Reimbursement a/c Old Age As. 100 00
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 100 00 330 40 300 00
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees 20 00 12 00 10 00
Rent of Town Hall and
Other Buildings 150 00 207 10 300 00
Interest Received on Taxes
and Deposits 75 00 66 17 75 00
Income from Trust Funds 650 00 1,057 50 650 00
Income of Departments:
Highway, incl. rental of equip. 1,200 00 1,326 40 1,200 00
Income from Municipally owned Utilities:
Water Department 3,200 00 3,540 79 3,200 00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 3,750 00 4,112 93 3,750 00
Misc. 388 41
From Local Sources Other Than
Property Taxes:
(a) Poll Taxes-Reg. @$2 450 00 430 00 430 00
Total Revenues From All Sources
Except Property Taxes $11,872 02 $14,498 57 $12,329 27
Amt. To Be Raised by Prop. Taxes $82,588 72
TOTAL REVENUES $94,917 99
12
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Appropriations Actual Estimated
Purposes of Expenditures Previous Expenditures Expenditures
Year 1963 Year 1963 Year 1964
Current Maintenance Expenses:
General Government:
Town Officers' Salaries $1,650 00 $1,610 25 $1,650 00
Town Officers' Expenses 850 00 980 79 1,000 00
Election & Registration Expenses 150 00 218 08 450 00
Exp. Town Hall & other Bldgs. 1,500 00 1,805 83 1,800 00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 1,000 00 1,150 48 1,150 00
Fire Department 1,650 00 2,901 96 2,000 00
Moth Exterm.-Blister Rust &
Care of Trees 200 00 200 00
Insurance 2,100 00 2,127 42 2,100 00
Damages and Legal Expenses 150 00 175 43 150 00
Health:
Health Department, incl. Hospitals 50 00 50 00 50 00
Vital Statistics 25 00 28 00 25 00
Town Dump 1,050 00 1,033 00 1,050 00
Highways and Bridges:
Town Maintenance-Summer 2,000 00 2,688 18 2,000 00
Town Maintenance-Winter 5,000 00 3,795 35 5,000 00
Street Lighting 1,700 00 1,829 39 1,850 00
Gen. Exp. of Highway Dept. 1,000 00 1,917 31 2,000 00
Town Road Aid 242 29
Libraries: 200 00 200 00 200 00
Public Welfare:
Town Poor 300 00 162 58 800 00
Old Age Assistance 2,750 00 3,150 27 2,500 00
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day & Veterans' Assoc. 200 00 200 00
Recreation:
Parks & Playgrounds, incl. Band
Concerts 1,450 00 1,683 83 1,600 00
13
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
TAX YEAR 1963 SUMMARY INVENTORY OF
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
Description of Property Valuation
Lands and Buildings $739,450 00
Factory Buildings Incl. Land & Machinery 550,500 00
Electric Plants 57,000 00
Stock in Trade 219,376 00
Boats and Launches 4 375 00
Horses, Asses and Mules 3 200 00
Cows 28 2,800 00
Fowls 2,168 700 00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 900 00
Road Building & Const. Mach.,
incl. Stone Crushers 540 00
Total Valuation Before Exemptions Allowed $1,571,841 00
Less: Veterans' Exemptions and Exemptions
to Blind 39,000 00
Net Valuation on Which Tax is Computed $1,532,841 00
ELECTRIC AND GAS UTILITY COMPANIES
Public Service Co. of N. H. $57,000 00
Amount of property valuation exempted
to veterans $39,000 00
Total valuation exempted to veterans & blind $39,000 00
Number of inventories distributed 315
Number of inventories returned 149
Number of veterans who received
property exemption 39
Number of veterans exempted from poll tax 72
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-





Date August 20, 1963
15
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND
TAXES ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1963
OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON IN
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
Appropriations
Savings Bank Tax 649 02
Reimbursement a c State &
Federal Lands, TRA
Revenue from Yield Tax Sources
Interest Received on Taxes &
Deposits
Business Licenses, Permits &
Filing Fees
Dog Licenses
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Rent of Town Property & Equip.
Income from Trust Funds
Water & Electric Departments
Poll Taxes <?T$2, Number 225
Other Revenue:
Town Truck




Total of Town, School & County
Add: Overlay
Amount to be raised by prop, taxes
Tax Rates
Taxes to be committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $75,722 35 Tax Rate $4 94
Total Prop, taxes $75,722 35
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For The Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1963
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is complete
to the best of our knowledge and belief.
Date January 29, 1964
Erving A. LeCain
Frederick S. Sheldon




Cash in hands of treasurer $22,772 39
Unredeemed taxes:
(b) Levy of 1962 167 24
(c) Levy of 1961 114 72
Uncollected taxes:
(a) Levy of 1963 3,354 64
(e) State Head Taxes-Levy of 1963 320 00
Total Assets $26,728 99
Grand Total $26,728 99
Net Debt-December 31, 1962 1,401 20
Surplus, December 31, 1962 1,409 39
Decrease of Debt or Surplus 8 19
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Bills outstanding $251 23
Due to State:
State Head Taxes-1963
(Uncollected $320 00) (Collected-not
remitted to State Treas. $318 00) 638 00
Still uncollected but 1/6 paid
State 12/12/63
Due to School Districts:
Balance of Appropriation 22,550 37
20
Treasurer
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
TRA, Due 1964 1,880 00
Total Liabilities $25,319 60
Excess of assets over liabilities
(Surplus) 1,409 39






Town Maint- (Summer $2,688 18)
Town Maint.- (Winter 3,795 35)
6,483 53
Street Lighting 1,829 39




Old Age Assistance 3,150 27
Town Poor 162 58
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day and Veteran's Assoc. 200 00
Recreation:
Parks and Playgrounds, incl.
band concerts
Repairs Fire House
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment




Highway Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Materials and Supplies
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds
Water Supply


































Dog licenses (1962) $73 00
















Cash on Hand, January 1, 1963 $28,979 48
Total Receipts 115,886 07
DEBIT
Total Disbursements $122,093 16






PROPERTY, POLL AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1963
DR.
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $75,722 36










Property Taxes $71,605 00
Poll Taxes 430 00












Uncollected Taxes-As Per Collector's List
Property Taxes 2,737 75
Poll Taxes 92 00
























State Head Taxes Committed to Collector:
Original Warrant $1,675 00









Head Taxes $1,350 00
Penalties 16 50
Abatements


















































































January 1, 1963 $255 00
Penalties Collected During 1963 25 00
Total Debits $280 00
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer During 1963:
Head Taxes $250 00
Penalties 25 00
$275 00
Abatements During 1963 5 00
Total Credits $280 00
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
PROPERTY, POLL AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1962
DR.
Uncollected Taxes-As of January 1, 1963:
Property Taxes $1,750 70
Poll Taxes 72 00
$1,822 70
Interest Collected During Fiscal Year
Ended December 31, 1963 58 86
Total Debits $1,881 56
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal
Year Ended December 31, 1963:
Property Taxes $1,750 70
Poll Taxes 70 00
Interest Collected
During Year 58 86
$1,879 56
Abatements Made During Year:
Poll Taxes 2 00
Total Credits $1,881 56
30
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1963
DR.
Tax sale on Account of Levies of:
Previous
1962 1961 Years
Taxes Sold to Town During
Current Fiscal Year $364 60
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes-
January 1, 1963 $143 26 $180 70
Interest Collected After Sale 90 72 21 79
Total Debits $365 50 $143 98 $202 49
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer
During Year $198 26 $29 26 $202 49
Unredeemed Taxes—At Close
of Year 167 24 114 72
Total Credits $365 50 $143 98 $202 49
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES







DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
December 31, 1963




Prior Year Property Taxes
Prior Year Poll Taxes
Prior Year Head Taxes
Interest
Tax Sales Redeemed
2. Income from State
T.R.A.
Interest & Dividend Tax
Savings Bank Tax 1962
Savings Bank Tax 1963

















3. Water Dept—John Armstrong
4. Dog Licenses—Don Powers
5. Rental of Town Property—Paul Traxler
6. Motor Vehicle Permits—Don Powers




10. Fire Dept., Phone Reimbursement-
Paul Traxler
11. State Gasoline Tax Refund
12. Insurance Refund and Claim Collection
13. Cemetery Lots
14. Sale of Town Property
15. Sand and Gravel Sales
























DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Year Ended December 31, 1963






























Contoocook Valley Telephone Co.
Brown & Saltmarsh, supplies
Donald Powers, supplies






Registry of Deeds, supplies
Ann Lindsay, postage
Peterborough Transcript, printing
Tax Collectors Ass'n., dues
N. H. Municipal Ass'n., dues
William Aldrich, expenses
Edson C. Eastman, supplies
State Treasurers Ass'n., dues
Erving A. LeCain, expenses
Robbins Office, supplies


































DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
3. Election and Registration Expenses:
Bennington Women's Club, dinner $40 00
Peterborough Transcript,
printing ballots 23 00
J. P. Weston, moderator 5 00
Delmar Newhall, ballot inspector 10 00
Herbert Curtis, ballot inspector 10 00
William Kereazis, ballot inspector 10 00
William McNamee, ballot inspector 10 00
Edward French, supervisor 10 00
Paul Traxler, supervisor 10 00
Philip Knowles, supervisor 10 00
Maxwell Press, check lists 80 08
4. Town Hall Expenses:
Paul Traxler, janitor
J. B. Vaillanoourt, oil




Monadnock Lumber Co., supplies
Edmunds Market, supplies




Philip Knowles, town clock
Robert St. Lawrence, labor
Bennington Garage, supplies
David Gulmire, labor
Robert Knight, Jr., labor
Contoocook Valley Tel. Co.
Marshall Danforth, furnace maint
Edmunds Hardware Co., supplies
(See Cash Receipts-Rent of Town
Hall $207 10)
5. Police Department
Transcript Printing Co., supplies $10 80
Contoocook Valley Telephone Co. 43 59
William Haag, police 749 97
Clarence Rogers, police 98 75
$361
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Howard Ayers, police
Evans Radio, supplies





W. S. Darley, supplies
6. Fire Department
Edward French, payroll
Contoocook Valley Telephone Co.
Bennington Garage, repairs and
supplies




Public Service Co. of N. H.
Robert St. Lawrence, labor
Edmunds Market, supplies
Ralph Smith, labor
Herbert Curtis, payroll—forest fires
Cheshire County — Mutual Aid




Keene 2-way Radio, repairs
General Electric, microphone
Southwestern Mutual Aid
N. H. Firemens Ass'n. Insurance
James A. Coffin, supplies
Edna Armstrong, secretarial
James Trow, labor
N. H. Welding Supply
54
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
8. Spraying of Trees
Chase Tree Service 200 00
9. Bounties, Hedge Hogs 38 00
10. Health Department
Donald Powers, Health officer 50 00
11. Vital Statistics
Donald Powers, Town Clerk 28 00
12. Town Dump
Herbert Wilson, labor $1,000 00
Sidney Huntington, labor 33 00
1,033 00
$1,725
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Albert Sweeney, labor 88 50
Robert Hammond, labor 50 00
Harold Wilson, labor 18 00
3,795 35
15. Street Lighting 1,829 39
16. General Expenses Highway Dept.:
Bennington Garage, repairs except
truck
Public Service Co. of N. H.




Edmunds Hardware Store, supplies
Steel Products Co. of America,
culvert pipe
Monadnock Lumber Co., supplies
N. H. Explosives Co., supplies
Cold River Hot Patch
Ray Road Equipment, repairs





DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
20. Memorial Day
Robert Knight, treasurer 200 00
21. Parks and Playgrounds:
Judy Rainier, Life Guard $818 55
Harry Sawyer, labor 31 50
Contoocook Valley Telephone Co. 28 29
Edmunds Market, supplies 15 78
Edward Sawyer, labor 147 70
Paul Traxler, labor (Christmas
lights) 146 36
Sidney Huntington, labor 64 00
Merle Aborn, labor 22 50
Fred Hugron, labor 58 00
Gladys Newhall, labor 77 00
David Gulmire, labor 16 34
Harold Wilson,' labor 12 00
Village Spa, supplies 3 03
John McNutt 42 00
Bennington Garage, supplies 23 20
Hillsboro Lumber Co., supplies 25 00
Northeastern Supply Co.,
new diving board 114 00





Public Service Co. of N. H.
Water Works Ass'n., dues
Paul Traxler, labor
Wallace & Tieman, supplies
H. R. Prescott, supplies
E. H. Edwards & Son, hydrants
Peterborough Water Dept., supplies
Edmunds Hardware, supplies
Edward Derosier, labor
Monadnock Lumber Co., supplies
Bennington Garage, repairs
N. E. Chemical Co., supplies
(See Cash Receipts—Income from
Water Works $3,540 79)
38
$1,024 10






Fred Hugron, sale of cemetery lots
Edward Derosier, labor
(See Cash Receipts-
Sale of Cemetery Lots $150 00,
Trust Funds Income $1,057 50)
24. Legal Expenses and Fees:
Maurice Blodgett $134 68
Clarence Rogers, dog collection
fees 40 75
$133
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
30. Auto Permits:
Don Powers, Town Clerk
31. Payments to State and County:
County Tax-Hillsborough $8,344 18
State of N. H.-Head Tax 1962 715 00
State of N. H.-Head Tax 1963 913 50
State of N. H.-Yield Tax 111 48
32. School Appropriation:
Mary K. Wilson, treasurer
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS
1. Town Hall:
Paul Traxler, labor $79 52
Robert St. Lawrence, labor 48 75
2. Fire Dept., Hose:
James A. Coffin
3. Tarring:
Trimount Bituminous Oil Co. $979 26
Sidney Huntington, labor and truck 380 95
John Bonnell III 84 00
Harold Wilson 124 50
Merle Aborn, labor and truck 303 00
(See Cash Receipts-
Tarring $397 00)
4. Painting Town Barn:
Paul Lavoie
5. New Plow:
N. H. Explosive Co.
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This is to certify that the books of the Selectmen,
Treasurer, Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Water Department
and Trustees of Trust Funds for the Town of Bennington
have been examined according to the uniform, classifica-




REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF THE
G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY
Days open: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
Hours-Afternoons 2:30-4:30. Evenings 6:30-8:30
Books purchased in 1963 145
Peterborough Transcript (weekly)
Magazines by subscription 14
Books numbered for circulation 4,590
Magazines by subscription: Life, Look, Newsweek,
Readers' Digest, Seventeen, Popular Mechanics, Saturday
Evening Post, Ladies' Home Journal, Science and Fiction
(presented by Daniel McKay) , Jack and Jill, Outdoor Life,
American Girl, Popular Science, National Geographic.
About two hundred books are left at the library every




REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE
G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY
January 1, 1963 to December 31, 1963
Receipts
Cash on hand January 1, 1963




Mary K. Wilson, librarian
Books
Magazines and newspapers
Gaylord Bros., library supplies
Public Service Co. of N. H.
Hafeli Fuel and Ice Co., 2,867 gal. fuel oil
Orvel B. Peirce, furnace repairs
Knapton Insurance Agency, insurance
Edmunds Dept. Store, janitor's supplies
Hillsboro Lumber Co., supplies for sink
Robert E. Wilson, installing sink and
work on lawn
Theodore Cole, mowing lawn
George Whittemore, Jr., mowing lawn
Bennington Water Dept., copper tubing
Bank Service charge
Total expenditures
Cash on hand December 31, 1963
$230












Report of Uncollected Rents, Jan. 1, 1963
Donald Clough, Pd. Jan. 8








W. Perkins, Pd. Jan. 18
M. Paige
W. Perry





R. Gulmire, Pd. Jan. 13
James E. Wharton, Jr.
9,105,000
FIREWARDS REPORT, 1963
Fires were kept at a minimum this last year and we
wish to thank the townspeople for their cooperation. We
did have a serious forest fire condition in the fall.
District Fire Warden Hannaford asked the Fire De-
partment to cooperate by patrolling the roads. The fire-
men patrolled for 83 hours and covered 532 miles. A few
brush fires were found by patrolling.
Fires that we attended were: 2 chimney fires, 1 car
fire, 5 brush fires, and 1 Mutual Aid fire. We also held 4
fire practices and attended Fire School at Meadowood
training grounds on gasoline tank truck fires.
We added a transmitter to our base station which
controls our Tone Control System. This alarm system has
been used several times with very good success and we
hope that the townspeople will not hesitate to use this
system in any emergency. If anybody does not understand
the operation contact any of the firemen and they will be
glad to instruct you.
Your firewards have issued 10 oil burner permits and
inspected 12 burners. The law requires that the installer
or contractor of any powei oil burner equipment must ob-
tain an application for the installation of the burner. This
is a temporary permit. After the burner is completely in-
stalled it must be inspected by one of the firewards and
if satisfactory the fire chief will issue a license to operate.
This must be posted by your furnace.
For those owners that have never had their burners
inspected and have no license the firewards will be glad
to make the inspection. We make no charge for this ser-
vice. Application blanks may be obtained from either of
the firewards.
You will note that we have an article in the town
warrant asking for a new fire truck to use in place of the
McCaan engine.
The New Hampshire Board of Underwriters have
adopted the rules of the National Board of Underwriters.
Rules and laws have become quite rigid. For example
our Ford engine carries including 6 men, weight 22,605
pounds. The Underwriters say we must add 10% to the
load. So we must have a truck that will carry 25,500.
Tires must be 900x20-12 ply.
When we bought our latest Ford Engine for some
reason we bought a chassis large enough to carry our
present load and it passes present Underwriters laws.
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The McCaan is overloaded.
The McCaan has given us very good service. This
was bought in 1930. It is impossible to obtain parts for
the Mc Caan and maintenance expense is running higher
every year. Once this last year, through no fault of any-
body, it failed to start to a brush fire. We were very lucky
that it wasn't a house fire.
Although we cannot give the exact amount each en-
gine has cost us we would estimate it would total $500
in the past year.
We hope that the voters will support this article.
The pump on the small Ford wore out. We were for-
tunate in picking up another pump at a reasonable price.
At present it is out of order but we are in hopes that it
will be in running order by spring.
We feel this is a handy piece of equipment for it car-
ries 250 feet of booster hoses plus 350 gallons of water. It
can get into places that possibly our larger trucks could
not get into.
Following is an inventory of the equipment we have
at the present time.
Engine #1
1-500 gallon pumper with 500 gallon booster tank
200 feet 1-in. booster hose





1,250 feet 2 1/2-in. hose
300 feet l'/2-in. hose
Engine #2 (out of commission for present)
350 gallon booster tank
2 roof ladders
1 extension ladder
200 feet booster hose
Engine #3
1-750 gallon pumper with 600 gallon booster tank
150 feet booster hose
1 extension ladder (aluminum)
1 attic folding ladder
1 roof ladder
1 dry powder extinguisher
1 mouth to mouth resuscitator
1 first aid kit




1,500 feet 2 1/2-in. hose














1 base station equipped with transmitter and receiver,








LOCATION OF FIRE ALARMS:
1 at the Town Hall
1 at the Village Spa
PLEASE TAKE CAUTION IN OPERATING:
(1) Open Door
(2) Pull Down Hook and Release
(3) Stay at Box Until Firemen Arrive
6 blasts—for fire
2 blasts—no school—8:00 a.m.
1 long blast—shut off water
1 long blast-first Monday in month at 6:45 p.m.
2 blasts between Noon and 1:00 o'clock for test Saturdays.
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IN CASE OF FIRE TO CALL BY TELEPHONE:
(1) Dial "O"
(2) Give Operator Number Keene 352-1100
(3) When Dispatch Center Answers Give Your Name,
Location of Fire and Description of Fire.
Wait a few seconds and listen for alarm.
IN CASE OF ANY TROUBLE CALL:
Village Spa 588-6631 daytime and evenings until 9:00.
Paul Traxler 588-6755 anytime.
Philip Traxler 588-6857.
Robert St. Lawrence 588-6359.
Respectively submitted,
Paul Traxler, Chief




MUTUAL AID REPORT, 1963
Our President, Chief Traxler suggested that perhaps
some of the members would like a brief report of some
of the activities and progress of cur Fire Mutual Aid sys-
tem during 1963. He suggest that many of the Chiefs
would like to include some of the information in their
annual reports to their Towns and for the Town Report.
During 1963 we received 73 calls requesting assist-
ance at fires. 437 pieces of apparatus were dispatched to
handle these requests. For a comparison, during our first
year, 1956 we dispatched 21 pieces of apparatus. A great
example of the acceptance of Mutual Aid.
The Dispatchers handled approximately 30,000 tele-
phone calls, over 400 in one 8-hour shift during the dry
season in October. Our radio log sheets show a total of
15,799 fire transmissions and 14,482 police transmissions.
Our fire radio network has 178 units, 23 police cars equip-
ped.
We find an increasing amount of home monitors
being put into service. Many departments are fully equip-
ped with each member having one. Those living adjacent
to the stations have wired house speakers from their base
sets. These home monitors have proven a valuable addi-
tion to the departments, both for local fires and quick
response for a Mutual Aid call.
26 Stations have now been equipped with Tone de-
coders and the initial phone calls are being handled by
the Dispatch Center. Additions are expected to be added
to this number following Town Meetings.
We are currently working to bring our Inventory rec-
ords up to date. This also helps to bring our running
cards up to date as the addition of new trucks creates
many changes in running time. Have we received your
inventory sheet that we recently sent to you to be com-
pleted?
I would also like to set up a mapping system to en-
able the dispatchers to more efficiently send you help at
the fire scene. I will be happy to get together with you


















BENNINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION
MODERATOR J. Prentiss Weston
CLERK Martha L. Weston
TREASURER Mary K. Wilson
SCHOOL BOARD
Raymond St. Lawrence, Chairman Term Expires 1964
Theodore Aucella Term Expires 1965
Clifford Smith Term Expires 1966
AUDITORS
Erving LeCain William Aldrich, Sr.
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS Norman R. Hartfiel
TEACHERS
Ruth Cody, Principal Vincena M. Powers
James S. Grant Virginia M. Sargent
Isabel B. Nichols




THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Bennington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on the sixth day of March, 1964, at eight
o'clock in the afternoon, to> act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
School Board to enter into a one year contract with the
Town of Peterborough which requires tuition payments
in excess of the state average per pupil cost.
2. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, commit-
tees or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board, and fix the comensation of any other officers or
agents of the district.
4. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents, and for the payment
of statutory obligations of the district, and to authorize
the application against said appropriation of such sums as
are estimated to be received from the State Foundation
Aid Fund together with other income; the School Board
to certify to the selectmen the balance between the esti-
mated revenue and the appropriation, which balance is to
be raised by taxes by the town.
5. To choose agents and committees m relation to
any subject embraced in this warrant.
6. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this four-













THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Bennington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on the tenth day of March, 1964, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon to act upon the following subjects:
1. To elect a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, and two
Auditors for the ensuing year and a member of the School
Board for the ensuing three years.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this four-
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This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
The accounts are kept in accordance with Section 24 of
Chapter 71 of the Revised Statutes Annotated, and upon
forms prescribed by the State Tax Commission.





Cash on Hand, July 1, 1962
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation
Received from State Treasurer:
Federal Funds
Received from All Other Sources
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
Less School Board Orders Paid




This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements, and other financial records of
the treasurer of the school district of Bennington of which
the above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1963 and find them correct in all respects.
Erving A. LeCain
William L. Aldrich, Sr.
Auditors
BENNINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
Cash Balance July 1, 1962 $3,661 16
Receipts during the year 42,670 32
46,331 48
Expenditures during the year 41,889 17
Cash Balance June 30, 1963 4,442 31
Liabilities carried over to 1963-64 1,116 38
Net Balance $3,325 93
Plus — Bank charge correction — Tax
commission to adjust in subsequent year 2 50
Surplus to be deducted from Town Assessment $3,328 43
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BENNINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT


















190 - Other Expenses
Bank Service Charges
Edson C. Eastman Co.
N. H. School Board Association
Transcript Printing Co.
Messenger Publishing Co.




Ruth A. Cody 3,497 15
Peter T. Commoss 1,506 40
Isabel B. Nichols 646 00
Vincena M. Powers 3,341 19
A. Virginia Walsh 3,380 85
Betsey N. Burtt 58 78
Mary K. Wilson 192 00
Elizabeth Dunlap 28 98
Raymond C. Lawrence 1,722 79
State Treasurer 641 41
Internal Revenue 2,859 40
Blue Cross-Blue Shield 153 10





Allyn and Bacon Co. 21 89
American Book Company 167 95
Follett Publishing Co. 7 38
Ginn and Company 122 43
Harcourt, Brace & World 53 19
Houghton-Mifflin 17 75
Laidlaw Brothers 22 64
Macmillan Company 11 65
Scott, Foresman & Co. 67 53
L. W. Singer Co. 49 74
Total 542 15
220 - Library and Audio Visual Materials
Martin Murray Corporation 27 31
Total 27 31










Pioneer Office Appliance Co.
Scott, Foresman & Company
Total
235 — Contracted Services
A. H. Rice Co.
WENH-TV
Total
290 — Other Expenses
Campus Club Bookstore
Cardigan Sport Shop





Edward French 5 00
390 — Other Expenses






Gail N. Johnson 283 04
State Treasurer 12 16
Internal Revenue 64 80
Total 360 00
490 - Other Expenses
Gail N. Johnson, Reimb. 14 50
Total 14 50
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION
535 - Contracted Services













Peterborough School District 4,219 88
Hillsboro-Deering Co-op. Dist. 6,020 00
Antrim School District 1,371 00
Total 11,610 88
1477.3 _ Supervisory Union Expenses
Supervisory Union #24 1,309 32
Total 1,309 32
1477.4 _ Tax for State-Wide Supervision
286 00
Total 286 00




To the School Board and Citizens of Bennington:
It is a pleasure for me to present my tenth annual
report for your consideration.
In my report last year I gave notice of the Interim
Commission on Education's interest in obtaining a situ-
ation within the state where all the schools would provide
a teacher per grade per classroom. Since then the Legis-
lature has gone a step further and passed legislation to
encourage this. Inasmuch as many communities such as
Bennington find this prohibitive because of the number
of pupils involved and lack of space, the trend is for two
or more neighboring communities with similar problems
to get together to see if there is a solution by acting
collectively
At the present time there are two studies going on
involving Bennington. One involves all the schools in
Union #24 and the other which is just getting under way
involves Bennington, Francestown, Greenfield and it is
hoped that Hancock will become interested. Your Board
has been faithful in attending these meetings. Of course,
no action can be taken until such time as any proposals
are presented to the District and has its approval.
It is right and proper that Bennington is participat-
ing in these studies. In the next decade there is going to
be considerable change in school district alignment in the
state, and those districts that take the early initiative are
the ones that will have the best choice in deciding the di-
rection of their future.
The success or failure of electing school officials at
Town Meeting will be tested this year. If there is a large
attendance at the meeting to adopt the budget, then the
plan will be successful. If there is a small attendance,
then the plan has defeated its purpose. I urge a high at-
tendance at the district meeting.
I am reluctant to call your attention to the sizeable
increase in your budget, but we have to face facts as we
find them. The number of tuition pupils has increased
by ten this year making a potential of 39 pupils for whom
we have to plan. Both tuition and teachers' salaries con-
tinue to increase and these two areas alone account for
the increase.
I believe that the Pierce School is enjoying one of its
better years. We were fortunate to replace the loss of Miss
Walsh with Mrs. Sargent, a teacher with several years
experience. Mr. Oommoss was replaced by Mr. Grant, a
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beginning teacher. It is good to see him working with the
boys on an athletic program.
It has been a pleasure to work with the Bennington
School Board and I appreciate their cooperation and also
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TRANSCRIPT PRINTING COMPANY
PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

